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A revolution took place in houses during the 16th century, when there was a 
change from open halls to chimneys and more.  Before this there was an open 

fire in the centre of the hall and smoke found its way out through the roof, the 
draught being controlled by open windows, with shutters, on the side walls.  The 

house was a 3-cell construction, consisting of a central hall, a screens passage 
running from front to back, two rooms attached at one end of the hall and 
another room, the parlour at the other end, with a room above it. This 

configuration remained constant for at least two centuries, but with certain 
alterations to make the house more comfortable. In the house, the service doors 

were in the centre of the wall of the screens passage, but in the hall the one or 
two doors were in the corners. A rough staircase went up from the screens 
passage at the back of the house, to the upper floor. 

 
Chimneys were found in castles and large stone houses even in the 12th century, 

but seemed to be ignored by smaller houses until the end of the 15th century 
when they appeared in manor houses and became more common in smaller 

houses in the 16th century. 
 
The chimney allowed the hall to be smoke free and with the advent of glazing in 

the windows the room was now wind and weather proof and warmer. When 
there was smoke around the hall the walls would be covered with hangings of 

cloth or tapestries, but once the chimney and glazing were inserted the walls 
could be painted with patterns or even murals, and more lavish furnishings were 
possible. 

 
Chimneys could be of timber or more commonly brick and were positioned in 

different places: a rear side stack, backing on to the side passage or at the high 
end of the hall. 
 

The next innovation was the insertion of a ceiling in the hall, dividing it into 2-
storeys, but the two ends of the house were still separated upstairs. It wasn’t 

until late 16th century or early 17th century that an entrance was made in the 
front wall, which had the stairs directly in front of it, access to rooms left and 
right and upstairs access to both ends of the house. These were lobby entrance 

house and some had porches built over them.  
 

These alterations all happened at different time in different parts of the country 
and even when chimneys were inserted in the centre of the house, some houses 
retained their 2-storey halls, showing a decorated stack. However all these 

innovations herald in the mid-18th Georgian house. 
 

 
 
 

 


